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President’s Departure
Caps Very Productive Decade
The recent news that Bob Derrenbacker,
President and Vice-Chancellor since 2009,
would be leaving has come as a major
shock to the Thorneloe community.
Many of us have become very comfortable
with Bob’s personable but focussed style
of management, and are delighted that our
University has done well and accomplished
much under his leadership.
Effective January 2019, Bob will be the
Dean of the Trinity College Theological
School on the campus of the University
of Melbourne, Australia. This theological
college within the Anglican Church of
Australia is a member school of the
University of Divinity in Melbourne.

“We wish him the
very best in his new
and important role
with Trinity College”
Board Chair Nicole Charette echoed the
sentiments of many in the community when
she commented that, “Bob has served
Thorneloe with distinction as our 12th
President over the past ten years and will
be greatly missed. Under his leadership,
Thorneloe University continues to make
tremendous progress.”
Celebrating his many accomplishments
Nicole noted that, “We adopted a new
strategic plan and visual identity, enhanced
course offerings, expanded enrolment,
renovated and renamed the Thorneloe
Theatre and Chapel, and celebrated our
50th anniversary with a series of events
that brought together current and former
students and staff.
“We remain focused on our vision of
inspiring transformation through education
and our mission of fostering learning for
life by nurturing critical thinkers and good

Dr. Derrenbacker, Thorneloe President since 2009

citizens through the pursuit of the arts and
humanities as we continue to implement
our strategic priorities.
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“We wish him the very best in his new
and important role with Trinity College in
Australia.”

A focus on theological
education
Prior to joining Thorneloe, Dr. Derrenbacker
was Associate Professor of New Testament
at Regent College in Vancouver, British
Columbia. He holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Wheaton College, a Master of
Arts in Theological Studies from GordonConwell Theological Seminary and a Ph.D.
from the University of St. Michael’s College
at the University of Toronto.
With a diverse background of
responsibilities within theological education,
he is the author of a number of essays and
articles, including several published in the
Journal of Biblical Literature, the Toronto
Journal of Theology and the Journal for the
Study of the Historical Jesus.

Mission Statement
Situated on the Laurentian University
campus, Thorneloe University is an
interdisciplinary centre of teaching,
learning and research in the
Humanities, the Arts and Theology.
A founding member of the Laurentian
University federation and affiliated
with the Anglican Church of Canada,
Thorneloe provides an accessible
education fostering critical inquiry in
a student-focused environment.

Ancient Studies
As the 2018-2019 year begins, we
welcome Dr. Guy Chamberland back from
his sabbatical, and say thank you and
farewell to Dr. Chris Dawson, who returned
to Toronto and welcomed his first child this
past summer.

shortage of small change affected them
on a daily basis.

During his sabbatical, Dr. Chamberland
worked on various ongoing projects,
including turning his PhD dissertation into
a book for publication with the Phoenix
Supplements at the University of Toronto
Press. He also submitted an article in a field
quite removed from Ancient Studies, namely
Modern Numismatics.

There was a fair amount of travel among our
faculty in the past year. Chamberland and
Dr. Aven McMaster attended the Classical
Association of Canada’s annual meeting,
in Calgary, where Dr. McMaster presented
two papers: “Scholarship Out Loud: Moving
Beyond the Lone Academic” and “Classical
Connections: Expanding the Ancient
Classroom into the Online World”.

Guy’s paper is entitled “François Declos,
Barber? A Reconsideration of the ‘FD’
Countermarks from Trinidad”. It was
submitted to the American Journal of
Numismatics, a peer-reviewed publication,
at the end of the summer. According to the
editor, it may appear as early as this fall.
The study starts from well-known but
misidentified initials punched on coins which
circulated in Trinidad in the 1850s-1870s.
The inquiry takes into account the economic
situation of the lower classes and how the

Travel integral to
academic pursuits

Dr. Louis L’Allier visited Italy to gather
material for his next novel, and has been
invited to two conferences in the upcoming
year: a Xenophon conference (held every 10
years in Liverpool) and the FIEC in London.
At the former he will present on violence
in the Anabasis; at the latter he will be in a
panel discussing emotions in the Anabasis.
Dr. Mark Sundaram and Dr. McMaster
traveled to California as organizers and
participants in EduCon, a YouTube-

sponsored event that brought together
educational video creators from all around
the world for workshops and presentations.
They will also be attending an educational
podcasting conference at Harvard in
November, participating in panels on
“Professors Who Podcast” and “Linguistics
Podcasting”.
Dr. Liz Warman and Prof. Allan Daoust
continue to teach many of our most popular
courses. Dr. Warman reports that the first
few offerings of the new Roman Civilization
online course have gone well, and that she’s
also enjoying the opportunity to teach a Near
Eastern history course online for the History
department.
We were very pleased to see a revival of
the Classics student association, L.U.C.A,
last winter and a group organized a trip to
Toronto to visit the ROM, with Dr. Dawson
accompanying them as guide. They also
held a Roman dinner and an ancient studies
trivia night and we look forward to seeing
more fun events this year.

Dr. Sally Katary Commemorated in new Lecture Series
As a way of honouring the many years of
teaching by Sally Katary in Ancient Studies,
her family and Thorneloe have initiated the
Katary Memorial Lecture series.
In keeping with her scholarly focus on
Egypt, the first lecture was delivered by
Dr. Katherine Blouin, Associate Professor
in Roman History at the University of
Toronto, and was entitled, “Looking North:
Environmental Orientalism and Ancient
Egypt’s North-Western Nile Delta”.
By exploring the history of scholarship on
the geology, archaeology, and environment
of Alexandria and the Nile Delta, Dr. Blouin
challenged the traditional interpretation of
the significance of the regions at the edge
of the cultivated land. Her presentation also
questioned our understanding of Egypt’s
socio-environmental dynamics over time.
Dr. Blouin’s work centres on Roman Egypt,
and more specifically on issues dealing
with multiculturalism, cultural identities, and
ancient environments.
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Currently, her work focuses on
how the management of the
Nile during the Hellenistic and
Roman periods affected the
changes in the Nile Delta that
occurred between the Roman
conquest and the Arab period.
She teaches in the Department
of Historical and Cultural
Studies at the University of
Toronto (Scarborough), and
contributes to the Everyday
Orientalism website, in addition
to working on archaeological
sites and publishing numerous
scholarly articles.
The 2018-2019 lecture will
be given by Dr. Kelly Olson of
Western University on March
22, 2019, on the topic of
“Celluloid Cleopatras”.
Dr. Katherine Blouin, Associate Professor in Roman History
at the University of Toronto

Presidential Pensées
The newsletter was delighted to
have the opportunity to sit down
with Dr. Derrenbacker and get his
thoughts on his decade of service
to Thorneloe. Dr. Mark Scott kindly
offered to interview him.

Q.

What is your new role at Trinity
College Theological School?

As of January, I will be the Dean at the
Theological School in Australia. Trinity
College at the University of Melbourne has
three divisions - its residential program
(very similar to the Oxbridge colleges);
its Pathways School, which provides a
“gap” year academic program for students
predominately from Asia and Africa; and the
Theological School.
My chief role will be leading the Theological
School into a sustainable future through
stronger enrolment, vibrant academic
programs, and articulating a relevant voice
in the Church and in society.

Q.

What appeals to you about your
new institution?

My new role will put me in the orbit of
the Anglican Church on a regular and
consistent basis. I’m excited to be working
directly with the Diocese of Melbourne
and other Anglican Dioceses in the
ecclesiastical Province of Victoria.
Trinity College also has some excellent
resources to support me in my new role,
including complete teams in advancement
and communications. As well, Trinity, with
its beautiful chapel and a superb choir - one
of the best in Australia - is also part of the
larger University of Divinity, which will afford
me opportunities to work with students
doing advanced-level academic research.

Q.

What excites you about living
in Melbourne?

Melbourne is a vibrant and culturally
diverse city of nearly five million people.
According to The Economist, it is one of the
most livable cities in the world. Besides, its
winters will be nothing like Sudbury’s!

Q.

What will your family be doing?

Jack and Chloe will continue in their
university programs in British Columbia.

In a recent visit to Australia, Dr. Derrenbacker had the opportunity to meet with some future
colleagues. At left is Rose Alwyn, Master at St. Mark’s College in Adelaide and to the right is
Damian Powell, Principal at Janet Clarke Hall, University of Melbourne.

Cindy will get us settled, and at some point,
likely look for work in the field
of librarianship.

Q.

Q.

I will miss many things, people and places.
I will miss the friendship and comradery
of our small staff and faculty; I will miss
the dedication of an effective Board of
Governors; I will miss the beauty of the
Fielding Memorial Chapel of St. Mark; I will
miss the diversity of the Diocese of Algoma
and the friendliness of the Church of the
Ascension. And most of all, I will miss all
my good friends I have made during my
decade in Sudbury.

What have been some of the
major changes at Thorneloe
since you arrived?

I’ve been here for nearly a decade and
during that time, we have made some
important infrastructure upgrades to our
facilities, including the Theatre and the
Chapel. As well, we introduced a Strategic
Plan that will guide our work at Thorneloe
through 2022.
Finally, we continue to foster a strong
faculty cohort. During my time, there have
five full-time faculty retirements, all of which
have been replaced with excellent teacherscholars who are (and will be) superb
colleagues.

Q.

What are some of your fondest
memories of your time here?

My fondest memories have to be on stage
in the Ernie Checkeris Theatre. I played
“The Duke of Solinus” in “The Comedy of
Errors” in 2014 and “Duncan” in “Macbeth”
in 2018. Both of these mainstage plays
were directed by Dr. Ian Maclennan and
it was a real privilege and honour to be
directed by him.

Q.

What will you miss about
Thorneloe, the Church of
Ascension, and Sudbury?

What do you hope for Thorneloe
in the future?

I hope that Thorneloe University is able to
achieve all the priorities and goals outlined
in the Strategic Plan. I believe the Plan to
be realistic and comprehensive, so I am
confident that this will be achieved by 2022.
And as such, I think Thorneloe’s future is
quite bright.

Q.

Will you welcome visitors
from Sudbury?

Absolutely! Our home will have three
bedrooms, so there is plenty of room!
Come visit for the Australian Open or for an
Aussie rules football match. Besides which,
the coffee and red wine are excellent!

Thorneloe News – Fall 2018

3

Religious Studies
Busy year for the Chair

One of Thorneloe’s longest-serving faculty
members, Dr. David Humbert, retired this
year after three decades of service to
Religious Studies. Thank you David for
your service.

Dr. Mark Scott had a busy year serving
as Chair of the Religious Studies Faculty
Search Committee, Chair of the Joint
Department of the Study of Religion, and
participating in many other committees,
including the Theatre Arts Faculty Search
Committee.

At his send-off party, colleagues
reflected on his studiousness, scholarly
accomplishments, and thoughtful
pedagogy. His colleagues and students
miss him already, and we particularly
congratulate him on the publication of
his book Violence in the Films of Alfred
Hitchcock: A Study in Mimesis (Michigan
State University Press, 2017).
The book has earned much praise, such as
the publisher’s comment, “This book is a
brilliant response to a famous volume edited
by Slavoj Žižek in which Jacques Lacan
takes the place of René Girard. The author
convinces us that one of the best guides
to understanding Girard is Hitchcock’s
filmography.” (Jean-Pierre Dupuy)
While Dr. Humbert could never be replaced,
we did undertake the task of finding his
successor and after an extensive search,
we are pleased to announce the hiring
of Dr. Jason Lepojärvi, as an Assistant
Professor of Religious Studies.

Jason Lepojärvi
Religious Studies is pleased to
announce that Jason Lepojärvi
has joined the Department as an
Assistant Professor.
A student of religion, philosophy,
and pedagogics at the University of
Helsinki, Jason received his Ph.D.
in 2015, during which time he held
a fellowship and taught at Oxford
University (2013-16) and served
as the President of the Oxford C.S.
Lewis Society (2012-13).
As a proud Finnish-Canadian (born
in Lapland, Finland), our newest
faculty member hopes to forge new
partnerships with the local Finnish
community in Greater Sudbury.
Jason and his wife Iisa have three
children: Evelyn, Leona, and Kalevi.

In addition to his regular repertoire of
undergraduate courses, Mark taught a
graduate course in the Humanities program
entitled “Text and Belief,” which explored
the writings of Pulitzer prize-winning author
Marilynne Robinson.

Dr. Jason Lepojärvi

Intrigued by Lewis and
Tolkien
Jason, a proud Finnish-Canadian, earned
his doctorate at the University of Helsinki
and comes to us via Regent College, where
he was a Postdoctoral Visiting Fellow.
Before that, he taught at the University of
Oxford (where he served as the President
of Oxford’s C.S. Lewis Society) and at the
University of Helsinki.
An internationally-recognized expert in
C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien, and the concept
of love in religion, Jason embodies and
enacts the Inklings spirit of rigorous
thinking, robust debate, and the careful
reading of texts among friends.
He has been invited to speak on “Tolkien
and Friendship” to the Finnish Parliament in
November and in partnership with Dr. Mark
Scott, he hopes to integrate the Inklings
model of learning in community. In his
inaugural year he will teach: RLST 1117:
“Ideas of Love II”; RLST 2245: “Women,
Religion, and Spirituality”; and RLST 2337:
“Religious Themes in Literature II.”
Please warmly welcome Jason, his wife
Iisa, and their three young children when
you see them on campus and in the
community. We’re excited to have him
on board!

He also published an article on Robinson
and religion in the Toronto Journal of
Theology and, in addition to his steadystream of book reviews and essays at
various stages of publication, he is working
on a monograph (already under contract)
on philosopher of religion and feminist
theologian Sarah Coakley.
As part of his ongoing work in the problem
of evil and theodicy, Mark gave an interview
to NPR on the religious implications of
Hurricane Harvey last fall. Finally, Mark
took a summer school course entitled
“Faith and Reason” at Yale Divinity School,
New Haven, CT from June 4-8 in order
to enrich his teaching and research. It
was a welcome return to YDS, where he
graduated in 2003 with his Master of Arts
and Religion.
Finally, the Department wishes to thank the
Rev. Dr. Bob Derrenbaker for his expert
teaching in the Department over the past
nine years, where he offered courses in the
areas of biblical studies and religion and
film.
We part ways with tremendous gratitude for
his many contributions to the intellectual life
of the Department, and with the very best
wishes for him in his new adventure.

Visit
thorneloe.ca
or follow us on
ThorneloeUni
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2017-2022 Strategic Plan Update
The 2017-2018 academic year was the
first year of Thorneloe’s five-year Strategic
Plan. The Plan outlines five priorities:
1) Strengthen academic programs,
2) Enhance visibility and increase
		enrolment in academic programs,
3) Revitalize spaces for living, learning,
		and working,
4) Foster well-being and honour 		
		diversity, inclusion, and respect, and
5) Govern with excellence.
Thorneloe University faculty, staff and
Board have been busy working to meet
these priorities. For example, our academic
programs remain healthy and strong with
the hiring of two new full-time faculty
members: Dr. Jason Lepojärvi in Religious
Studies and Prof. Jennifer Heywood in
Theatre Arts.

Regarding visibility, our presence on social
media has increased dramatically due
to the assistance of an outside team of
communications specialists. As well, our
commitment to the well-being of all who
live, study, and work at Thorneloe is seen
in the on-going work of the Joint Health
and Safety Committee and the training of
student leaders in residence.
Our Board By-laws have been thoroughly
reviewed and revised to create a more
effective system of governance.
But perhaps most tangibly, Thorneloe
University underwent a space study and
audit with the assistance of Yallowega,
Bélanger, Salach Architects.
Funded by a generous grant from the
Anglican Foundation of Canada, this study

is recommending that the University’s
facilities undergo some reconfiguration and
upgrading.
Renovations would include a new and
welcoming main entrance on the northwest
corner of our building, a new lecture hall,
faculty offices all on the main floor, and a
re-purposing of the courtyard into an indoor
common space.
These upgrades would also make
Thorneloe more accessible with the
installation of a multi-person elevator
that would serve both the academic and
residential buildings.
The Board is now giving consideration as
to how we should move forward in light of
these exciting recommendations.

Pipe Organ for Fielding Chapel
Following the renovation of the Fielding
Memorial Chapel of St. Mark several years
ago, Thorneloe has planned to install a pipe
organ. To this end, two fundraising concerts
have recently been held at St. Andrew’s
Place in downtown Sudbury.
The first featured Matthew Larkin, recipient
of an honorary doctorate at the 2017
convocation. Dr. Larkin, organist and music
director at St. Thomas’ Anglican Church
in Toronto, played an impressive selection
of pieces from Franck, Mendelssohn, and
Bach, as well as a piano improvisation.

New Assistant Chaplain

Both fundraising concerts at St. Andrew’s were well attended.

We are pleased to welcome the
Rev. Jason Tripp as our new
Assistant Chaplain. He succeeds
the Rev. Dr. Spencer Boersma who
has taken up a faculty position at
Acadia Divinity School.

He was joined for three numbers by vocalist
Garth Hampson, honorary degree recipient
from Thorneloe in 2009.

So far $19,000 has been raised from our
concerts, and we have a good start on
meeting our goal of $100,000.

In March this year, Dr. Robert Hall,
Professor of Music at Laurentian University,
performed to a large house, again to raise
funds for a new organ. At each concert, the
renowned Casavant organ at St. Andrew’s
Place was showcased.

If you would like to contribute to this effort,
please send your donation to Thorneloe
University and mark “Chapel Organ Fund”
on your cheque.

Jason will be assisting the Chaplain
with weekly worship in the Chapel,
keeping regular office hours, and will
also be leading weekly discussions
in the Residence.
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2017

Convocation

Thorneloe’s 2017 Scholarship recipients and graduates.

Dr. Ian Maclellan hosts Convocation as University Registrar, his last
official event prior to retirement.

Dr. Matthew Larkin speaks to Convocation after receiving an
Honorary Doctorate in Sacred Theology.

Dr. Larkin was asked to demonstrate his extraordinary improvisational skills at the keyboard.

Photo Album

2018

Convocation 2018 Scholarship recipients and graduates.

Orst Sawchuk, a visionary architect and popular
artist, received the Thorneloe Mitre Award and
presented a gift to Thorneloe.

Susan Moores, University Secretary for almost 30 years at Thorneloe,
received The Thorneloe Fellowship.
Continued next page

2018 Convocation

Convocation included the opportunity for personal tributes to both
Cindy and Bob Derrenbacker.

The Right Reverend Mark Macdonald, National Indigenous Bishop for the
Anglican Church of Canada, received an Hon. Doctorate in Sacred Theology.

CUAC Board Retreat

Dr. Derrenbacker recently attended the 2018 Colleges and Universities of the Anglican Communion (CUAC) Board Retreat at Trinity Retreat Center in
West Cornwall, CT.
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School of Theology
The School of Theology continues to thrive
and in 2017-18 we served 48 students,
with new students applying for admission
every month. This year, we are celebrating
eight graduates, one of whom received the
Certificate for Anglican Lay Leaders, three
the Diploma of Theology, and four
the degree Bachelor of Theology.
One of our graduates, Mark Davies, spent
part of his summer attending the University
of Oxford’s Theology Summer School and
tells of his experiences below.
Over the past year, we have been fortunate
to welcome some new faces to faculty. The
Rev. Dr. David Fuller is now supervising our
introductory bible courses, and the Rev.
Dr. GailMarie Henderson is the new Faculty
Advisor for our Supervised Field/Parish
Placement courses.
Many thanks to Dr. John E. Harvey, Dr.
David Buley, Ryan Turnbull, the Rev. Dr.
Michael Perry, and the Rev. Canon Dr.
Mark McDermott who continue to serve our
theology students as course supervisors
and mentors.
The Rev. Dr. Derrenbacker and the Rt.
Rev. Dr. Stephen Andrews led a successful
tour of Israel in April 2018, for which four
registered students earned credit.
For more details, visit http://thorneloe.ca/
holyland.

Lastly, we wish to congratulate and bid
farewell to the Rev. Dr. Spencer Boersma,
who has been hired as a full-time Theology
faculty member at Acadia University. In his
short time at Thorneloe, Spencer has had
a positive effect on our students and our
programming in theology.

Mark Davies recounts his
Experiences at the 2018
Theology Summer School
“Attending the Theology Summer School at
the University of Oxford was an experience
beyond description. The very fact that I was
in the presence of the ghosts of the Oxford
Divines, the Oxford Movement, and former
students like C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien,
Evelyn Waugh, and Henry Chadwick was a
most humbling feeling.
“Every evening, in the 13th century Christ
Church Cathedral, the choral evensong
(done by visiting choirs from around the
world) affected me in ways I had never
before experienced. Inside the Cathedral at
the Shrine of St. Frideswide, (patroness of
the city of Oxford), morning Eucharists were
a great way to worship with students from
different traditions in the spirit of ecumenism.
“The courses were varied and taught by the
best of the best. I was accepted into courses

about aging, natural theology, prayer, and
sacred space. All were incredible, well
taught, and gave many opportunities for
discussion, questioning, and field trips to
important related sites.
“In addition, each week a special lecture
was offered. Frances Young spoke on the
Sacredness of the Body (which was so
much more meaningful when she spoke
about her profoundly disabled son). Alister
McGrath lectured on Christian Apologists,
highlighting the novels of Lewis and Tolkien
as ways of allegorically expressing the
Gospel.
“For me, the highlight was sitting in the Tom
Quad discussing class-assigned material
and realising that I was doing what many
students and tutors had been doing for
centuries in the very same place. The
weight of tradition and history was palpable
and very heady, but welcome. I highly
recommend attending in the future if you
can.
“Meanwhile, if you are looking for a
suggestion based on my experiences,
keep your eyes out for the forthcoming
book about the Theology of the Sea by my
instructor The Rev. Dr. Edmund Newell
(personal preacher to H.M. Queen Elizabeth II).
Discussing the ideas he will be publishing
was definitely a highlight of the summer.”
Mark Davies, Dip.Th., B.Th.

The Holy Land Pilgrimage 2018 welcomed students, Board members, and the Bishop of Algoma to its most recent event. Here the group is seen at the
Mount of Olives in Jerusalem. The third pilgrimage will be in June of 2020.
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Theatre And Motion Picture Arts
People often say that, “All good things must
come to an end,” and that phrase certainly
applies to Theatre and Motion Picture
Arts this year as we bid farewell to Ian
Maclennan and Ken Salah, both of whom
have retired.

photographer, and director of photography
while also running Studio Nine Eight.
Over the last year, Jason Jallet has
produced four feature-length fiction films:
“The New Romantic”, “Extracurricular”,
“The Incredible 25th Year of Mitzi
Bearclaw”, and “Entangled”. “The New
Romantic” was showcased as a gala film
this year at Cinéfest.

That means that 2018-19 will be a year of
transition and we are delighted to welcome
new energy brought in by our respected
colleague, Jennifer Heywood. But, there
are other ‘beginnings’ as well; for example,
Theatre will co-produce a bilingual main
stage production with the Départment de
Théâtre: “Hamlet (ou presque),” adapted
and directed by Miriam Cusson.
We also have a new colleague at the
Cambrian College Technical Theatre
Program, Tim Stenabaugh, who will be
co-producing the main stage shows.
Jennifer Heywood comes to us from
the Bilingual Dramatic Arts Program at
the Glendon Campus of York University
where, along with her teaching, she
received funding to inaugurate a campus
drumming circle. This past year she was
one of several drummers included in ECG
Production’s documentary, Sounds of Turtle
Island. A graduate of the National Theatre
School, Jennifer has danced and acted in
over twenty productions throughout Eastern
Canada. She has performed in English,
French and Inuktitut, and so is thrilled to be
working at a bilingual/tri-cultural University.
Jennifer’s academic research includes
semiotic analysis of solo performances,
performed gestural communication
across cultures, the dramaturgy of paralinguistic indicators, and bilingual and
digital theatrical education. She looks
forward to bringing these areas of interest
to the research she intends to pursue
at Thorneloe, particularly in regards to
traditional Anishinabek storytellers. As a
life-long ‘amateur’ of St. Augustine, Jennifer
is a little ‘verklempt’ to be teaching at an
Anglican University.

Certificate in Physical
Theatre on the horizon
Recently Professor Jenny Hazelton attended
the Banff Puppet Intensive and also taught a
clown workshop at the University of Regina
and participated in a week-long creation
period for a new show with colleague
Ken McLeod.
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This year, Andrew David completed a score
for Benjamin Paquette’s film “Beautiful
Accidents”. He also produced, recorded
and mixed albums for Alex Rand, and
Look Vibrant.

Jennifer Heywood

This fall, she has been commissioned to
build a puppet for Sudbury Secondary
School and will collaborate with Denise
Vitali in the creation of a physical theatre
piece to be presented by the Earthdancers
this spring.
In January, she will travel to the UK to study
at the University of Coventry in collaborative
theatre making with Frantic Assembly. Last
year we saw the creation of two Special
Topics in Physical Theatre, thanks to Jenny,
and more students this year are creating
their own works.
We are also excited about developing
a Certificate in Physical Theatre here
in Northern Ontario as it serves our
community so well in crossing the language
and cultural boundaries created by textbased theatre.

All faculty have been active
Sessional professor Bill Lane returns to
teach Script Analysis and this past summer,
he produced and directed the North Road
Theatre production of “Moss Park” by
George F. Walker, for the fringe festivals
in North Bay and Sault Ste Marie. The
production returns to Sudbury for one night
only, November 16.
Gerry Kingsley has published 22 articles
regarding photography and postproduction on the world renowned blog
Retouching Academy, and also worked on
six film productions as unit still, publicity

Patricia Tedford performed in the Fall main
stage production “Escape From Happiness”
last season, and will return this season
to direct the main stage, “Road”, by Jim
Cartwright. This year she presented her
archetypal journeying work at the IUGTE
conference in Austria, and participated
in workshops related to various modes
of training: Alba Emoting (Toronto), and
Singing and Acting in Archetypes (Cape
Cod, MA).
In June, she travelled to Portugal and Spain
to continue ground research for her solo
clown show “St. Ella of the Camino”, which
will be directed by John Turner, and presented
in March at Ernie Checkeris Theatre.

Perspective
Every year since 2012, a new chapter
of Paquette’s “Perspective” has been
presented exclusively at Cinéfest, along
with each proceeding chapter. The
completed film is expected to run 140
minutes, and Chapters 1-7 were shown at
Cinéfest 2018.
Paquette has also used Cinéfest to
premiere his feature-length work-inprogress “Beautiful Accidents”, a docufiction
that concerns the making of the moviewithin-a-movie “A Lot Like Marriage,” an
indie romantic comedy.
Paquette has also introduced a variety
of popular new 3-credit courses via the
MPArts shell course Special Topics in
Motion Pictures, including “Scary Movies,”
“Funny Ha! Ha! Comedy in Motion
Pictures”, and “Movies that Made a Ruckus
- Controversy in Motion Pictures.” Others
will follow, including “Canadian Cinema”
and “The Directors.”

Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies
Students and faculty in the Department of
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies
began the year by participating in Take Back
the Night in September. The march has
historically taken place in many cities and
is a demonstration of support by and for
survivors of domestic and sexual violence.
This year organizers emphasized the public
violence faced by Black, trans+, Indigenous
people and people with disabilities. The
march was a tremendous success and
exemplary of the hard work organizers
have put into building a community in
Sudbury.

Similarly, she is also Co-Investigator of
“African/Caribbean Study” with a team
of fellow academics from a variety of
universities and funded by the Public Health
Agency of Canada and OHTN.
Dryden also has a new book chapter
“Má-ka Juk Yuh: A Genealogy of Black
Queer Liveability in Toronto” in the
collection Queering Urban Justice (https://
utorontopress.com/ca/queering-urbanjustice-2) and continues work on her book
“The Complexity of Blood: Canadian Blood
Donation and the Queerness of Blackness.”

Students also participated in numerous
community events throughout the year,
including the November screening of
“A Better Man” co-sponsored with the
Coalition to End Violence Against Women
and Women In Film Wednesdays
(Sudbury Indie Cinema).

On campus the Department initiated
the Critical Sexuality Studies Lunch and
Learn Series in collaboration with the
student organization PrideLU and the LU
Sexuality and Gender Diversity Committee.
The Series is open to the public and we
welcome suggestions for presentation
topics from students.

Faculty research
The Department congratulates
Dr. OmiSoore Dryden as she embarks on
the second year of a two-year research
leave funded by Canadian Blood
Services. She is principal investigator of
“#GotBlood2Give – ACB and MSM (it’s
not an oxymoron): A research project that
explores the importance of ACB people in
MSM blood donation.”

Her dissertation “The Impact of Childhood
Obesity Discourses on Domestic and
Reproductive Labour for Single Mothers
in Northeastern Ontario: An Institutional
Ethnographic Study” was highly praised by
external examiners and well-received by a
large community audience.
She continues to publish on mothering,
poverty and discourses of child obesity in
North Eastern Ontario.
Prof. Shana Calixte continues to organize
public sector engagement for community
mental health and addictions services in
her role as Manager, Mental Health and
Addiction with the Sudbury & District Public
Health Unit. She continues to publish in the
area of social justice, feminism and mental
health and brings her knowledge to courses
such as “Girl Cultures” and “Reproduction
and Mothering”.

The film follows Attiya Khan, an antiviolence educator and activist as she and a
former abusive spouse engage productively
in the aftermath of an abusive relationship.
Students had the opportunity to volunteer
or engage with Khan at the screening.
To mark the International Day to end
Violence Against Sex Workers, the
Department also hosted the ArmHer Project
in December which included a performance
and play directed by Thorneloe alumni
Sarah Gartshore and the Sex Workers’
Advisory Network of Sudbury in December
of 2017.

Dr. Laurel O’Gorman, part-time instructor
for Violence Against Women, who defended
her doctoral dissertation for the PhD in Rural
and Northern Health (Laurentian) in August.

Dr. Elia Eliev

Dr. Elia Eliev has joined the Department
at the level of Assistant Professor as he
completed his Ph.D. this past spring in
Gender and Feminist Studies from the
University of Ottawa.
His dissertation entitled “Unruly Acts: Queer
Masculinities in Akram Zaatari’s LensBased Artworks” focuses on the emerging
and shifting visual local representations of
queer masculinities as they are artistically
performed, negotiated, and challenged in the
artworks of Lebanese artist Akram Zaatari.
We are excited that Dr. Eliev continues to
teach “Introduction aux études féministes”,
“Female Sexualities”, and “Queer Cinema”.
Sessionals are key to our program.
The Department enjoys the collaboration
of a number of part-time faculty offering
key courses in their respective areas of
expertise. This year we celebrate

Dr. Jennifer Johnson is Interim Department
Chair and is completing a co-edited
collection of essays entiteled Maternal
Geographies: Mothering, Space, and Place
with co-editor Dr. Krista Johnston (Mount
Allison University) for Demeter Press. The
contributors analyze the act of mothering
as a spatial practice across multiple
geographical contexts and scales.
Johnson’s research continues to focus
on the areas of gender, race and social
reproduction, feminist geography and
feminist praxis. Her co-edited volume with
Dr. Susanne Luhmann (Alberta) and Dr.
Amber Dean (McMaster) on the subject of
practica in Women’s and Gender Studies
programs will be released in January 2019
by Wilfrid Laurier Press.
WGSX programs continue to be offered
on campus and by distance with courses
such as “Gender, Race, and Racism”, four
sections of “Introduction to Women’s and
Gender Studies”, “Women and Aging”,
“Girl Cultures” and “Queer Cinema”.
More information about all of our
BA programs can be found at
www.thorneloe.ca/wgsx

Thorneloe News – Fall 2018

11

Scholarship Recipients and Graduates

Chancellor Germond, President Derrenbacker, Fern Houle, Genny Rollins, and Gladys Matoush.

Hand drummer Brandon Petahtegoose provided a
traditional indigenous welcome.

Tyler Pegg received an award.

Thorneloe University

Tel: 705-673-1730

935 Ramsey Lake Rd

Toll Free: 1-866-846-7635

Sudbury, ON P3E 2C6

Fax: 705-673-4979

Share your
adventures!
Send submissions, articles,
stories and photos to:
smoores@laurentian.ca

